
Main Issues for Stirling’s 

Local Development Plan 2012-2032
Presented & discussed at

SPECIAL MEETING

MONDAY 5th JULY 2010 AT 7-30PM

AT THE KIRK ROOMS
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Stirling’s Local Development Plan

• Do we agree that Stirling should plan for growth?

• Do we need land set aside for more housing?

• Should land be earmarked for other uses for the future

• Is the green belt important?

• Are the areas proposed by Stirling for housing the 
correct ones or are there better small areas?

• Which green spaces need to be protected?

• Should residents be allowed to build in their garden?
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Stirling’s LDP – Main Issues Questions

1. How do we manage the strategic land use changes required 
by a growing population and local economy?

2. How best do we address the problem of supplying the 
necessary infrastructure to support future development?

3. How can development be concentrated in ‘sustainable 
locations’?

4. How can development be achieved in ways that 
(a) maintain and create high amenity?
(b) conserve historic environment/natural heritage and 

biodiversity?
(c) support social inclusion and mixed communities?

5. How can development and land use be managed in ways 
that reduce, rather than increase, greenhouse gas 
emissions?
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Stirling’s LDP – ‘Spatial Strategy’

• Urban Consolidation

• Regeneration 

• Strategic Development - city expansion

• Strategic Development - new settlements

• Sustaining Rural Communities 
– “Do you agree that wider opportunities for development in 

the rural area should be considered in order to help 
sustain local services, deliver much needed affordable 
housing, and reflect the shift in national policy towards the 
promotion and facilitating of rural development?”

– Do they mean us? –See Settlement Assessment
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Strathblane & Blanefield: Stirling’s 
Settlement Assessment

• Character and Identity ςDO WE AGREE?
Strathblane / Blanefield is an amalgamation of two 

historic weaving villages ... isolated from other 
settlements, located closely within the valley 
landscape. ...highly desirable ... relatively affluent 
areas, ... look more to Glasgow than Stirling for 
their services and facilities. .... historic form of 
the settlements largely obscured by subsequent 
phases of development. To the west the 
dispersed larger properties and farms retain their 
original pattern with distinct character.
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Strathblane & Blanefield: Stirling’s 
Settlement Assessment

• Key Issues ςDO WE AGREE?

– Although within the Stirling area, is likely to use Glasgow for the majority of its 
services and trips. 

– Served by public transport but most journeys will still be by private car. 

– Local employment opportunities limited:  large amount of out-commuting. 

– Not a Conservation Area but surrounded to the east, south and west by Green 
Belt and to the north by an Area of Great Landscape Value (AGLV). 

– Limited capacity in the sewage treatment works 

– Need for affordable housing. 

– Primary school has capacity but capacity is limited at Balfron High. 

– Perceived lack of open space in Strathblane for residents; this would be 
exacerbated if development took place on existing open space areas.
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Strathblane & Blanefield: Stirling’s 
Settlement Assessment

• Other issues?

– Public transport

– Footpaths/pavements linking parts of village?

– Office/workshop space?

– Landscape protection 
• Regional Park Status for Campsies?

– Mugdock Country Park

– Large house extensions/rebuilds

– Houses in gardens

– Cemetery expansion needed?

– Status of Carbeth huts
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Strathblane & Blanefield: Stirling’s 
Settlement Assessment

Suitability for development ςDO WE AGREE?
• “not the most sustainable locations for development due to 

their remoteness from places of employment and other 
main services and the reliance on the private car.” 
– Sheltered housing to be concentrated in urban centres?

• “Landscape and Green Belt constraints also make it 
unsuitable for large-scale expansion outwith the current 
settlement boundary.”

• “Combined with sewage constraints there is limited reason 
to allocate a strategic housing allocation at this location to 
meet the demands of the LDP.”

• “Maybe scope to identify some land for housing mainly to 
provide a better tenure mix and affordability.”
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Green Belt –Map Map

• Settlement v Countryside v Green Belt
– ‘Countryside’ means outside recognised 

settlement boundaries.

– ‘Green Belt’ means development will not be 
permitted without more specific reasons, e.g. 
Agricultural need.

• Main Issues Report LINK

– Recommends Preserving the Green Belt

– Except to North of B821 (Cuilts Road) & 
Auchineden
• Do we agree?
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http://www.strathblanefield.org.uk/communitycouncil/strathblane_green_belt_Map.pdf
http://www.strathblanefield.org.uk/communitycouncil/strathblane_green_belt_Inner Boundaries map.pdf
http://www.strathblanefield.org.uk/communitycouncil/MAIN ISSUES REPORT mir_26_04_10 - Green Belt changes.pdf


Expand village? see Map

• Sites considered in Main Issues Report:
– STRA01 = Horses Field - x

– STRA02 = Field past Moor Road - x

– STRA03 = New plot up Campsie Dene Rd - o 

– STRA04 = Field past Kirk Rooms - ?

– STRA05 = Triangle opp. War Memorial - x

– STRA06 = Park Place - ?

– STRA07 = Field N of Ballewan Cres. - ?

• Other sites better?
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http://www.strathblanefield.org.uk/communitycouncil/Appendix A MAP (Settlement & Site Assessment).pdf


Mugdock – ‘Small Settlement’?

• Current Status: Green Belt

• 40-odd dwellings but ‘not a village’

• Development only permitted with special 
reasons – e.g. agricultural business need.

• LDP process must decide:
– Keep as Green Belt?

• No more houses

– Draw a settlement boundary?
• Maybe new houses
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Have Your Say – now!

• Community Council response

– Draft response will be available 23 July onward
• See www.strathblanefield.org.uk & Library

– Final discussion at meeting 2 August (Village Club)

• Comment direct to Stirling Council
– BY 30 JULY 2010 Local Development Plan info 

http://www.stirling.gov.uk/index/services/planning/developmentplan/localde
vplan.htm (See Commenting on the Main Issues Report and SEA)

– Housing www.stirling.gov.uk/localhousingstrategy

– Open Space www.stirling.gov.uk/openspace

– Library
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http://www.strathblanefield.org.uk/
http://www.stirling.gov.uk/index/services/planning/developmentplan/localdevplan.htm
http://www.stirling.gov.uk/index/services/planning/developmentplan/localdevplan.htm
http://www.stirling.gov.uk/localhousingstrategy
http://www.stirling.gov.uk/openspace

